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Annual Report 2007 Highlights

•  
The Bet Midrash published Integral Halachah, the final book in the series of Reb Zalman’s core teachings. 

•
C-DEEP announces that Kol Zimra is moving to the Land of EnChantment (New Mexico)

•
ALEPH added new Community affiliates from Brazil, Tucson and Florida, made seven board consultation visits and met with four congregations considering affiliation. 

•
The Kallah welcomed 721 people to Albuquerque for what some said was the most diverse and advanced course offerings ever.





•
OHALAH grew from 136 to 160 members in the past year and hired its first staff person.

•
The Smicha Studies Program served 55 students in 5767. At Ohalah 9, two rabbis, and two rabbinic pastors were ordained and one cantor was invested, as the Hashpa’ah/Spiritual Direction Program enters the final year of its first class.

•
Rodef Shalom School for Peace held its first ALEPH class at the Kallah, Peacebuilding 101.

•
Ruach Ha'Aretz began to grow into its mission as "ALEPH's Mobile Retreat Center" with a successful advanced studies week for Smicha students and a new two-year Wisdom School, opening the door to other collaborations with ALEPH programs and teachers.

•
Sage-ing Program:  STILL NEED
ALEPH’s Tikkun Olam efforts included:

•
The Sacred Foods Project compiling and authoring extensive resources for religious communities and institutions, including an evaluation of secular certifications, practical and theological guidance for purchasing policies and tips on celebrating Shabbat and the holy days in more eco-kosher ways. 

•
Leading a workshop with Teva on Eco-Kashrut and celebrating a sustainable Shabbat  at the annual Hillel student conference in February.

•
Participating in the interfaith October 8 Fast for Peace and speaking at a press conference to get the word out.
•
Partnering with Rabbis for Human Rights in a contingent of Rabbis Saying No to Torture in a Washington DC rally in June.

•
Joining The Shalom Center’s Green Menorah Campaign, and urging affiliated communities to help reduce our carbon footprint on the planet.

•
Lobbying for the Employment Non Discrimination Act with 30 other interfaith members of the National Religious Leadership Roundtable for GLBT Rights.

The ALEPH Core in 2007

The Bet Midrash conducted a class on Integral Halachah at the Kallah, based on the newly published book of the same name. Also at the Kallah, ALEPH provided weekday Kol Koreh siddurim as well as the Shabbat version for the first time. The distance learning program is being revamped to deliver offerings specifically tailored to the needs of communities, with the first successful class held with member of incoming affiliate Ner Tamid in Tucson. Work continues with the revision and re-formatting of Rabbi David Zaslow's siddur, Ivud et Hashem B'simcha.
Community News: ALEPH was delighted to serve seven communities around North America, from New York to Vancouver, on issues as diverse as managing significant membership growth to revamping a volunteer and membership dues structure and connecting with ALEPH’s programs and services more effectively. A Leadership Summit with Community representatives, Project Directors and Board members is planned for May of 2008 to create greater alignment amongst all of ALEPH’s components and to explore how to effectively grow the Jewish Renewal Movement in the coming decade. A two day community training will follow the retreat, and community retreats are also being explored as a prelude to Ruach Ha Aretz and the Kallah.

Kallah brought 721 seekers to Albuquerque, with participants immersing themselves in courses as diverse as Torah Trek, Peacebuilding 101 and the Mystical Aleph-Bet. Over 150 chose to immerse themselves in advanced level courses, engaging meaningfully with original texts from the students of the Baal Shem Tov, Levinas, kabbalistic and hassidic masters. The first public Eshet Hazon ceremony in the history of the Kallah was led by Rabbi Hanna Tifferet Siegel, where four women were honored. More than ever before, the Kallah saw extensive leadership from the Kesher aged community, with people in their twenties and thirties performing, leading programming, teaching classes and workshops and tking significant roles in the Kids Kallah. The next Kallah will be in 2009 in the Midwest. The next Kesher event will be the ALEPH Taglit/Birhright Israel trip, currently planned for July 2008.
Using Eco-Kashrut as its foundation, the interfaith Sacred Foods Project created a host 

of resources to help religious leaders educate and advocate within congregations and 

institutions to purchase food farmed sustainably and/or organically, by workers who are 

treated fairly, with animals that are treated humanely, with as small an environmental 

footprint as possible. Sacred Foods Resources, including What Makes Food Sacred?, a 

compilation of the scriptural foundations for this work from all of the Abrahamic traditions;

Congregational Resource Companion, including theological analyses, sermon talking 

points, guidelines on greening your holy day celebrations and Shabbat tables and

Sacred Foods and Food Certification, detailing how 8 secular food certifications

measure up against the Sacred Foods criteria are available at: 

www.aleph.org/sacredfoods.htm 

ALEPH Branches

Professional Associations

OHALAH: Association of Rabbis for Jewish Renewal provides an organizational home for rabbis, cantors, rabbinic and cantorial students. In the year between October ‘06 and ‘07, OHALAH grew from 136 to 160 members.  Our Membership Services Task Force is working to provide numerous personal and professional services to members of OHALAH and the Rabbinic Pastor Association.  In January of 2008 we will transition from the visionary leadership of our current president, Rabbi David Shneyer, to that of Jewish RenewalRabbi Yocheved Mintz, a graduate of the Academy for Jewish Religion, California. In order to grow OHALAH both in numbers and visibility in the Jewish world, we have hired Rabbi Pam Frydman Baugh to serve as our Administrative Director. You can contact her at: <pbfrydman@yahoo.com> 

OHALAH is midwifing its first organizational branch, the Rabbinic Pastor Association, Agudat M'lavim Ruchaniyim she'l'yad OHALAH. Rabbinic Pastor David Daniel Klipper is the first President of the Association. He can be reached at: daviddaniel@klipper.us
Ordination Programs

The Semicha Studies Program continues to grow and improve.  This year we are serving 58 learners:  3 Cantorial students, a minyan of Rabbinic Pastor students, and 45 Rabbinic Students.  We will be ordaining 3 students (2 rabbis and 1 rabbinic pastor) at Ohalah 10 on January 6. The 13 members of the academic Vaad determine course offerings and guide each student's individualized and rigorous learning program. In 2007 8 telephone conference classes were offered as well as 3 classes during and following Kallah and a host of courses during the Smicha week intensive immediately following the Kallah. Twenty-five prospective students came to Smicha week for a mutual exploration of whether Jewish Renewal, the student community and the learning itself are a good fit. In 2008 we once again upgraded our course content and will be offering 12 courses using telephone and video-interactive technology. For information visit: www.aleph.org/rabbinic.htm

The Cantorial Program—STILL NEED 
Hashpa’ah is the traditional term for the relationship with a spiritual director or mashpia who offers guidance and teaching on matters of Jewish faith and practice, and on a personal relationship with the Divine. HASHPA’AH, ALEPH’s new ordination program in Spiritual Direction, has students already working in supervised practice with their own mushpa’im (directees).  The second cohort, which is scheduled to begin in January, 2009, is open for enrollment, and is filling up fast.  Interested rabbis, cantors, rabbinic pastors and students in those programs may find information, including downloadable applications, on the ALEPH website, www.aleph.org/hashpaah.  For further information, contact Rabbi Shohama Wiener, Founding Director, at rebshohama@yahoo.com. 

The Rabbinic Pastor Program ordained Aggie Goldenholtz in January 2007. This January we will ordain Renae Toben.  Our program now has ten students and many applicants.  We continue to grow well.

Affiliated projects

CDEEP: The Center for Devotional, Energy and Ecstatic Practice, is about to graduate 25 wonderful leaders from Kol Zimra, its two-year chant leadership program. Recruitment for a new group of leaders for KZ 3 will begin soon thereafter. Kol Zimra is entering a new and exciting phase, moving our retreats to New Mexico in partnership with Ruach Ha'aretz. We are also adding alumni retreats to our schedule and expanding the services and resources that will support the graduates of Kol Zimra. Visit www.
Rodef Shalom School of Peace held its first ALEPH class at the Kallah. Twenty eight students from 19 to 65 years old, including a Rabbi, a criminal defense attorney, a nurse, an engineer, a professor of literature, an artist, a flamenco singer and a therapist studied Peacebuilding 101 with Project Directors Eliyahu McLean and Ruth Broyde-Sharone. Eliyahu also invited Yacoub Hussein, a Palestinian Sufi sheikh from Jerusalem who now lives in Albuquerque, to be a guest speaker.  Yacoub instructed the class daily in sacred Muslim prayers, teachings from the Koran and Sufi chants. Many students had already been active in peace building and interfaith encounters, but were looking for tools and skills to become more effective.  Some were retired and eager to follow their life-long passion to engage in “tikkun olam”. All were deeply concerned about the Israeli-Palestine conflict. Tzadik Greenberg, the founder of Planet Co-exist, returned home to organize an exciting four-day peace event, Sparks of Peace, in Tucson in October 

Ruach Ha’Aretz adopted a new mission as “ALEPH’s Mobile Retreat Center”, developing and organizing transformational Jewish retreats for individuals, families, communities and other Jewish organizations. The successful collaboration between Ruach Ha’Aretz and ALEPH’s Ordinations Programs on the advanced studies Smicha Week in July set the tone for an explosion of programming partnerships. Rabbi Nadya Gross’ 2-year Wisdom School, started in May ’07 in Colorado. Kol Zimra, Rabbi Shefa Gold’s 2-year chant leaders training, will begin its third round in July ’08 in New Mexico in partnership with Ruach Ha’Aretz. Similarly, Ruach will support the ALEPH Sage-ing Mentorship Program, beginning formally in December ’08. Ruach also partnered with The Awakened Heart Project’s (Rabbi Jeff Roth) first meditation retreat in California in December. Planning for the bi-annual Ruach “signature” retreat is well underway, with up to 200 participants expected at the July ’08 retreat at Eagle Crest Resort in Redmond, OR, followed by Smicha Week at the same location. Visit http://ruachhaaretz.org for details.


Sage-ing STILL NEED

ALEPH Financial Summary 

ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal, Including the ALEPH Core and:  Ordination Programs, C-DEEP, R. Zalman Schachter Shalomi Project, Ruach Ha Aretz, Ohalah, R. Marcia Prager Project, R. Shefa Gold Project







2005-2006


2006-2007

Total Income:                         

$1,155,347

Total Expenses:



$1,174,957

Total Revenue (Income-Expenses)
($19,610)*
ALEPH Core Financial Summary, Including: Kallah, Kesher, Sage-ing, Bet Midrash, Caravans, Communities, Sacred Food






2004-2005
2005-2006
2006-2007

Total income:                         
$549,866
$551,337

General Contributions

$237,866
$201,904


Grants
& Desig. Gifts

$134,125
$162,600



Other (Interest, etc)

$1,233

$2,916


Program Service revenue**
$160,782
$138,275


Project overhead

$15,843
$15,642


Intra-ALEPH income



$30,000

Total expenses:


 $464,801
$608,769

Net Income:



 $85,065
($57,432)*

*ALEPH’s balanced budget runs on a two-year cycle because of Kallah income.

**Program Service Revenue includes: Kallah, Bet Midrash sales, consulting fees
