ALEPH Scholarship Policy

ALEPH is committed to making our conferences, events, adult education and professional programs financially accessible. ALEPH actively seeks scholarship donations and accepts unsolicited donations to our scholarship programs, including but not limited to the ALEPH Ordination Programs, other professional, adult education and certification programs offered through OHALAH, Ruach HaAretz (divisions of ALEPH) or other conferences, seminars, intensives or programs offered by ALEPH or its projects and divisions.

ALEPH maintains impartial mechanisms for determining the recipients of scholarships. Decisions are made by panels that, depending on the nature of the scholarship, may be made up of ALEPH staff, board members, members of academic oversight panels or program advisory boards, former scholarship recipients or ad hoc members who represent the class of potential recipients (such as youth, seniors, etc.) but who are not themselves candidates for the scholarship. 

Donors may contribute to any scholarship fund that ALEPH offers without making any recommendations as to the recipient of the scholarship.

Donor recommendations:

In order to prevent actual or apparent impropriety or conflict of interest, ALEPH places the following terms and restrictions on donor recommendations regarding the recipient(s) of scholarship funds:

1. ALEPH will accept scholarship gifts on behalf of a specified individual from another non-profit corporation provided that the designation is based on a reasonable and unbiased selection process.

2. .Funds given for the benefit of any person from immediate family members (parent, grandparent, step-parent, child or spouse) are considered tuition or fee payment on behalf of that person, not a gift to ALEPH.  Tax letters will not be issued for these payments. 

3. Non-related donors may make recommendations as to the recipient of the scholarship by any of the following means: 

A. Demographic restrictions: Donors may request that ALEPH assign their scholarship donation to a student based on reasonable demographic characteristics such as age, gender, geographic location, etc. (for example the scholarship fund for female rabbinic students over the age of 40 who did not have the opportunity to pursue ordination studies at a younger age, or scholarships for rabbinic students with a commitment to work in challenging or underserved regions). ALEPH will make a good-faith effort to honor such requests provided that there are appropriate candidates.

B. Donations to subsidize ALEPH-designated students: From time to time ALEPH may actively solicit donations for specific participants or a category of participants determined by staff and sanctioned by the ALEPH Board (for example our “Sponsor a Rabbinic Student” campaign to subsidize the fees of low income students selected by ALEPH on the basis of merit and need) or demographics (for example to allow overseas participants to attend programs or to encourage the enrollment of students who are from under-represented demographics such as differently-abled, youth or seniors).

C. Donor-initiated designations can only be considered under the following conditions:

a. The donor recognizes that while ALEPH will consider his or her recommendation, ALEPH is not in any way bound by it. ALEPH reserves the right to disregard the donor’s recommendation at any time, and allocate the scholarship as it deems appropriate.

b. The donation cannot be conditional upon whether ALEPH chooses to accept or disregard the donor’s recommendation.

c. Should ALEPH choose to accept the donor’s recommendation and the recipient drops out of the program, is asked to leave the program or for some other reason becomes ineligible, or if ALEPH decides that the original recipient is no longer the most in need of the subsidy, the remainder of the gift, if any, will be applied to another recipient or the general scholarship program. It is not under any circumstance refundable.

