Tikkun Olam Resolution and Call to Action issued by ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal and OHALAH: Rabbis for Jewish Renewal and The Rabbinic Pastors Association, an Affiliate of OHALAH

KOSHER MEAT BY UNKOSHER MEANS

Tzedek Tzedek Tirdof. Justice, justice pursue. Deuteronomy 16:20

Traditional Jewish Law prescribes precise actions and conditions required in order for food to bear a “Kosher” label.   Likewise, Jewish Law has precise guidelines for allowed and forbidden actions and conditions for the treatment of workers, including immigrant workers.  In situations where Jewish Law regarding the treatment of workers has been violated in the process of their preparing of food for “Kosher” certification, we believe that food must be denied “Kosher” certification.

In The Fire Within, a biography of Rabbi Yisroel Salanter, the book's author, Rabbi Hillel Goldberg, relates that Rabbi Salanter advised his students that when they were preparing matzot for Passover, they should not overwork themselves or make excessive demands of the female workers who were kneading the dough and otherwise preparing for the matzah baking. That same account appears in a Hebrew volume titled Bikkurei Shai, written by a modern Israeli rabbi who has served as Chief Rabbi of Givatayim, Israel.

If Chassidim making matzot for their own use and the use of the community must pay attention to worker rights, it is also incumbent upon us to treat immigrants the same under the Torah based halachah of treating the stranger as the home-born.

Reports arising from the May 12, 2008 Department of Homeland Security raid at the AgriProcessors Kosher Meat Packing Plant in Postville, Iowa, establish that there are credible allegations that the owners and management of AgriProcessors committed serious violations of Jewish Law against scores of immigrant workers at the plant including sexual assault and harassment, rape, abuse, and use of child labor.

Under these circumstances and credible allegations, we call upon our fellow clergy who provide Kashruth certification to suspend the certification of “Kosher” meat from AgriProcessors until the truthfulness of these allegations are determined in a proper legal forum where the workers, and the owners and management, have a hearing that complies with the requirements of due process of civil and Jewish laws.

We also call upon our fellow Jews to boycott meat from AgriProcessors until this determination.  If these allegations are determined to be true, the “Kosher” decertification and boycott should continue until full t'shuva and tikkun is done by the owners and management of AgriProcessors, including apologies to the workers, full compensation for their injuries, and the implementation of procedures and systems with effective monitoring to ensure that abuse of AgriProcessors workers never occurs again.

The resolution will appear at http://www.ohalah.org/tikkunolam.htm  

ALEPH and OHALAH members are invited to add your name to the resolution and invite friends, colleagues, congregants and others to add their names as well. To sign on, please send your title, name, city and state or country to Rabbi Pam Frydman Baugh at pbfrydman@yahoo.com and mention the Kosher Meat Resolution.
