
Annual Report 2005


Highlights

•  
The Bet Midrash published its first full-length book: Credo of a Modern Kabbalist  by Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi with Rabbi Daniel Siegel.

•
Three delightful Caravans were held in Anne Arbor, Michigan, Oshawa, Ontario and Houston, Texas.

•
In January 2005, C-DEEP will graduate its first cohort of 36 extraordinary Chant Leaders from Kol Zimra. 

•
Community affiliations increased from 32 to 42, with another 20 in conversation about future affiliation.

•
Another amazingly successful Kallah had almost 750 in attendance, an extraordinary ordination, a Cabaret filled with awesome talent, gorgeous davenning, powerful classroom teaching, provocative evening discussions, and friendships forged to last a life time.

•
The Kesher program announced its first Birthright Israel trip, to be held in the summer of 2006.

•
Media coverage of ALEPH increased to over 30 stories this year, including a Newsweek profile of Reb Zalman, 9 stories on the Sacred Foods Project, 7 on the Kallah, an ongoing column in Moment Magazine and a spot on PBS’s Religion and Ethics News Weekly.

•
OHALAH is celebrating the end of its first seven-year cycle with a dinner on Tuesday evening during the conference. The Rabbinic Pastor Association was born in January and is growing by leaps and bounds.
•
Ten new rabbis and two rabbinic pastors were ordained by the Rabbinic Program, while ALEPH joined with other rabbinic seminaries to explore the future of the American Synagogue.
•
Ruach Ha Aretz returns to northern California this summer. Twenty inspiring Jewish renewal teachers will offer classes based on the theme: "Sacred Cycles: Awakening to the Divine Imprint in Every Moment of Our Lives".

•
Lynne Iser joins Bahira Sugarman and Shaya Isenberg as co-director of the Sage-ing Program.  A new week-long retreat will be held this June.

•
The interfaith Sacred Foods project was launched with a $200,000 grant from the Kellogg Foundation supplemented by a $15,000 grant from the Schocken Family Foundation. 

•
Rabbi Arthur Waskow, the Director of The Shalom Center, was named one of the “Forward Fifty” by the Forward newspaper.

More from the ALEPH Core in 2005 and 

Previews for 2006

Bet Midrash: The Credo of a Modern Kabbalist sold out its first printing and has gone into its second printing. We published Jewish Renewal’s first weekday siddur, available in loose pages for the Resource Companion binder and in a coil bound volume. Teleconference courses continued with one class in the winter and one in the fall doing well. A study group was instituted on gittin/Jewish divorce at Reb Zalman’s urging, leading to the development of Jewish Renewal divorce documents and procedures.

2006: An advisory board will be created to oversee the work of the Bet Midrash, evaluating potential new titles and overseeing a complete reworking of the teleclass concept. We will publish our second bound book on psycho-halachah and the first units of a new life-cycle manual for Jewish Renewal rabbis and officiants. 
Caravans 2006:
Davis, California, April 30, 2006 




Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, November 10-12, 2006




In discussion: Cleveland, OH and Mendocino, CA

Community News: The success of the 2004 Board development and financial sustainability trainings led to a four part series on the same topic at the Kallah. Over 15 communities attended one or more of the sessions. 

2006:  A two-day in depth training on the same topic will be held in March in Berkeley at Kehilla Community Synagogue. 10 communities are registered to attend. ALEPH is working hard to support high functioning boards and financial health for all of our affiliates.

Kesher: Over 50 Kesher aged participants attended the Kallah this year, with nine attending another extremely successful peer led pre-Kallah Shabbaton. 

2006: A ten-day Jewish Renewal Birthright Israel trip designed by ALEPH in partnership with Israel Outdoors 
will provide an innovative experience of Jewish Renewal in a spiritual encounter with Israel. Participants will pray at the Western Wall, float in the Dead Sea, participate in a traditional Bedouin feast and tour Jerusalem. ALEPH's unique focus will include visits with Israeli Jewish Renewal teachers,an ecstatic welcome 
of Shabbat and trips to holy sites like the grave of Chana Rachel, Maiden of Ludomir. We will deepen our experience with chanting, drumming and singing niggunim on the bus. All 18-26 year olds who have never been on an organized trip to Israel should visit www.israeloutdoors.com immediately to get on the list for this wonderful FREE summer trip. (Note ALEPH on the pre-registration, or you will be placed on a non Renewal trip.)

Sacred Foods Project: Leveraging the power of faith-based leadership, the project will define Sacred Food and then educate to change the purchasing patterns of millions of people and hundreds of institutions of faith. By creating a higher demand for healthier food that is more sustainably and humanely grown and processed, the project hopes to change the face of agriculture in the USA.

2006: The project’s first conference will be held in June in New York, with representatives from the National Council of Churches, the Presbyterian Hunger Project, the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA), Kosher certifiers, The Shalom Center, organic and sustainable food advocates, academics and the food industry attending.

Spring Shabbaton-May 12-14, 2006, Philadelphia

Attend a magical weekend with Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi and Eve Ilsen: Study with Reb Zalman, the founder of the Jewish Renewal movement, master teacher, writer and leader recently profiled in Newsweek and on PBS--the rabbi the Jewish Forward called an “awakened soul.” Treat yourself to a weekend with the 

visionary rebbitzen, storyteller and imaginal teacher. To register, and for information on accommodations, directions and frequently asked questions visit: aleph.org/rebzalmanweekend.html

Affiliated projects

CDEEP: The Center for Devotional, Energy and Ecstatic Practice graduated its first group of 36 Kol Zimra participants. They hail from communities throughout the US, Canada, and Mexico. They are rabbis, cantors and lay leaders who have made a commitment to the practice of Chant to both deepen their personal practice and make a contribution to their home communities. 

C-DEEP is now accepting applications for the second cohort of Kol Zimra which will begin in July of 2006. It is an amazing opportunity to employ the practice of Chant as a tool to deepen our relationship with God, with liturgy and scripture and with each other. Prospective applicants are invited to write a letter describing their personal and community practice and send it to shefa@valornet.com

OHALAH is running its annual conference for the first time ever and is grateful to ALEPH and YESOD for their support and encouragement as it takes this important evolutionary step. OHALAH will conduct a visioning designed by founding member Arthur Waskow by and for its members and guests during the conference. During one of four visioning sessions, OHALAH members will have an opportunity to consider whether OHALAH should provide a variety of membership services provided by other clergy associations. This is an exciting time to become a member of OHALAH. Rabbis, cantors and rabbinic and cantorial students from qualified seminaries and training programs are invited to submit an application for membership, together with two letters of recommendation, a fee and other documents. Applications are available at www.ohalah.org.

The Rabbinic Pastors Association was birthed with many blessings last January 11/Shevat 2 in Boulder. We are OHALAH's "first-born" and are completing the projects needed to exist as a full-fledged organization under Ohalah and ALEPH, including the creation of membership and ethics policies and a constitution. We work joyfully to bring deeper pastoral care to our wider chevra and we are growing rapidly.  We heartily welcome the five new rabbinic pastor students who joined the program in the last 2 months!

The Rabbinic Program ordained ten rabbis and two rabbinic pastors this year in two dramatic ceremonies held at the 7th OHALAH conference and at the Kallah. Rabbinic Pastors Ellen Weaver, LCSW and Pinchas Zohav were welcomed into spiritual leadership along with Rabbis Eli Cohen, JD; David Jonathan Cooper; Dr. Andrew Ettin MSJS, PhD; Dr. Laura Duhan Kaplan, PhD; Dr. Robert Saunders, DDM; Dr. Sara Leya Schley, MD; Dr. Jonathan Seidel, PhD; and Dr. Louis Sutker, PhD last January. In July, Rabbis Shalom Schachter and Chava Bahle were welcomed into continuing holy service by over 700 people at the opening evening of the Kallah. 

In October four ALEPH Rabbinic students attended a groundbreaking gathering along with students from 6 other rabbinic seminaries called “Re-Imagining the American Synagogue: An Inter-Denominational Exploration.” They explored topics like “The Evolution of the American Jewish Community and the Impact on the American Synagogue,” and “The Challenge of Institutional Transformation” at this first meeting. Other gatherings are being planned.

Ruach Ha Aretz: Since becoming a project of ALEPH, Ruach has expanded its Board and begun planning its next summer retreat. We are happy to be returning to Northern California, having held our last two retreats in Colorado and British Columbia, and look forward to a successful gathering in August 2006.

Ruach continues to attract the finest renewal teachers; we wish we could invite all who have offered to contribute to our transformative program. We are also looking beyond this next retreat to other ways that Ruach can support ALEPH, by providing the infrastructure and administration for training programs initiated by other ALEPH projects, or creating our own programs to address issues that do not yet have a 'home' in the ALEPH community. 

Sage-ing: After another successful course at the Kallah, with a moving blessing ceremony from the elders during Kabbalat Shabbat, Bahira and Shaya were joined by Lynne Iser as a third co-director for the program. This move re-establishes the original leadership cadre from the Spiritual Eldering Institute (sadly defunct as of this November) and presages a more directed evolution of Sage-ing’s work.

ALEPH Financial Summary 

ALEPH: Alliance for Jewish Renewal, Including: The Shalom Center, Rabbinic Program, C-DEEP, R. Zalman Schachter Shalomi Project, Ruach Ha Aretz, Ohalah, R. Marcia Prager Project, R. Shefa Gold Project and the ALEPH Core:





2003-2004

Total Income:                         

$ 867,593

Total Expenses:



$1,147,851 (reflects expenditure of funds received last year but designated for cash disbursement this year)

Total Revenue (Income-Expenses)
$(280,258)


ALEPH Core Financial Summary, Including: Kallah profits, Kesher, Sage-ing, Bet Midrash, Caravans, Communities, Spring Retreats, Sacred Food, Zalman Legacy Project






2003-2004


2004-2005



Total income:                         
$367,570


$549,866

General Contributions

$196,458


$237,866


Grants



$  95,710


$109,308


Designated gifts*

$   5,050


  $24,817


Other



$
0


    $1,233


Program Service revenue**
$ 37,839


$134,766


Sales of inventory 

$ 18,543


  $26,016


Project overhead

$ 13,971


  $15,843

Total expenses:


 $393,357


$464,801

Net Income:



 ($25,787)


  $85,065

*Designated gifts are for:

**Program Service Revenue comes from:

Kesher




Kallah

Sageing



Teleconference courses

Reb Zalman Legacy Fund

Kol ALEPH subscriptions

Sacred Foods Project


Mailing list sales
Direct Service

Spring Retreat

