Three Kol Zimra Cohorts Gather

Graduates of the first three cohorts of Kol Zimra gathered
in July at Synergia Ranch near Santa Fe, NM, for an alumni
retreat, where they spent a week deepening their practice,
praying, doing rituals and learning together. This yearly event
is the program’s “graduate work” of leadership and devotional
practice. This year, we focused on the power of intention as we
explored the pathways of memory, imagination, presence and
attunement. Each evening, we created a ritual that allied our
work with the elements of Earth, Water, Fire and Air. Through
“high play,” deep sharing, celebration, and the exploration of
consciousness, we are creating a soul community.

The next cohort of Kol Zimra will begin in July of 2012.

For information, go to http://www.RabbiShefaGold.com.

OHALAH Conference Returning

to Colorado
Rabbi Jan Salzman
Chair, Ohalah Planning Committee 2012

The January 2012 OHALAH conference is beginning to
take shape. The theme, “Hitor'riri: Waking up the Light!,” may
take many intriguing directions: hidden and revealed light,
lifting Divine sparks, the light of Torah, waking up the joy, the
darkness, everything! We will wake up our bodies, our senses,
our minds, and our souls; we will wake up each other! When
we leave the conference, we will take that light out into our
work, our communities, and the world.

This year we will convene from January 8-11, 2012,
following the January 6-7 pre-conference shabbaton
and smicha ceremonies, at the OMNI Interlaken Hotel,
in Broomfield, CO, ten miles from Boulder. The planning
committee is creating another amazing time in community.

New this year is an invitation to OHALAH members to
submit workshop proposals, so that the conference will be
built around classes that originate from within the kahal.

The deadline for proposals is August 15, so if you have a
class that you want to offer, quickly go to http.//www.ohalah.
org to submit your proposal.

Rabbis, cantors, rabbinic pastors, AJR chaplains, and
qualified students of these professions are welcome to
attend the conference and/or the pre-conference shabbaton.
Members of the ALEPH Board and the ALEPH Ethics
Committee are also welcome.

Financial aid is available to clergy and clergy students
who are accepted to attend the conference by the financial
aid deadlines. Check the OHALAH website for details
about financial aid, as well as for opportunities to provide
scholarship funding.

Those who wish to sell their work at the conference
should contact Charlotte Sutker, Shuk Coordinator, at
charlotte.sutker@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing you in Boulder. Do not miss this
opportunity to sing and study, davven and schmooze with
other rabbis, cantors, rabbinic pastors and students who have
travelled from all parts of the globe to have this chance to see
each other for a few precious days.

For more information, check the OHALAH website or
contact Doris Turrentine at dtohalah@aol.com.
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ALEPH’s Bet Midrash Announces Expanded
and Accelerated Program

ALEPH’s dynamic Bet Midrash Distance Learning Program
serves both those who are considering entering the
Ordination Programs, and those who simply want to expand
their Jewish/Renewal knowledge and skills. Soon it may play
a key part in a Lay Certificate Program under development.

The new schedule of
courses expands the Biblical
Hebrew course offerings,
with 101 every Fall, and 102
every Spring. Now students
won't have to wait a year to
begin - and there will be a
smooth transition between
classes, essential for smooth
language acquisition. Rabbi
Bob Freedman has gotten
rave reviews from his students
for his great skill at making a
challenging subject accessible!

Every semester will have two additional courses, expanded

YEAR1-5772-2011-12

FALL - 8-12 weeks

- Biblical Hebrew 101 (10 wks)

- Torah b’lvrit: Introduction to Parshanut (8 wks)

« Intro to Renewal and Reb Zalman’s Thought (8 wks)

SPRING - 8-12 weeks

- Biblical Hebrew 102 (10 wks)

« Breaking the Sefer Barrier: Learning to Read the Rabbis
« Jewish Spiritual Practices

YEAR 2 -5773 -2012-13

FALL - 8-12 weeks

- Biblical Hebrew 101 (10 wks)

« Annual Cycle of Jewish Practice
« Intro to Jewish Thought

SPRING - 8-12 weeks

- Biblical Hebrew 102 (10 wks)

« Intro to Siddur: Weekday, Shabbat, High Holy Days &
Regalim (8 wks)

« Intro to Renewal and Reb Zalman’s Thought

from six weeks to between eight and ten weeks in length.
Carefully-thought-out Fall to Spring sequencing will enable
students to complete the program in just two years. Classes
require a minimum of six students, and are deliberately kept
small - usually no more than twelve - for maximum teacher
contact.

Rabbi Leana Moritt’s
exciting Introduction to
Jewish Renewal and Reb
Zalman’s Thought will be
offered each year, beginning
this Fall. This 8-session course
is an overview of the history
and development of the
movement, its structures, its
leaders and their thought,
including the principles and
development of Paradigm
Shift, Integral Halachah and Davvenology. Through these
topics, students will be introduced to the early and influential
rabbis and teachers who embraced Reb Zalman’s thought and
invitation to renew Judaism with their own unique gifts.

Rabbi Ori Har DiGennaro will
again be offering Torah b’lvrit:
Introduction to Parshanut. She
says, “Studying Torah is an act

of love. This love helps us find
meaning in the details of the text
as well as maintain an awareness
of wholeness of the text."The
course will focus on methods of
interpretation, using the lens of
the Four Worlds and PaRDeS, a
fourfold method of textual interpretation that opens the text,
adds the spiritual dimension and provides a holistic approach
to text learning.

Bet Midrash classes are open to all ALEPH members. For
more information about the courses and instructors, or to
register, log on to www.aleph.org, follow the links to the
Bet Midrash Distance Learning page, and from there to the
individual course descriptions. A credit card is required for
registration; however you will not be charged until after the
first class meeting. We look forward to “lernen” with you!
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Eshet Hazon Ceremony Honors
Eight Women at 2011 ALEPH Kallah

Herstory

Every woman dreams of being seen, heard, appreciated, and
acknowledged on the soul level for the deep, inner mystery that
is the essence of her gift.

The inspiration to honor our women leaders was birthed
before there was an ALEPH, before there was a movement
called Jewish Renewal, and before many women had received
rabbinic ordination. The intention was to honor women who
had dedicated their lives to serving the Jewish people in new
and bold ways, often without the benefit of a title or a salary,
and whose life work over many years revealed her heart
connection to being a channel for the Shekhina. These women
gave of themselves wholeheartedly and were attuned to the
work and the joy of holding sacred energy in all its varied forms.
Each woman served with humility in her local community while
her gifts and teachings rippled out into the world beyond.

This lineage is transmitted from one Eshet Hazon to the next.
At this point almost 70 women have publicly received the title
and ten more have received the title of Bat Kol.

In May 1982, the Eshet Hazon ritual was brought into the
world by a circle of Shekhina sisters to honor (now Rabbi) Hanna
Tiferet Siegel’s devotion to community through music, liturgy,
midrashim, healing, weaving, midwifery, and mothering. It was
conducted at a Shavuot retreat for the havurot of the Pacific
Northwest and Western Canada that Hanna had organized.

The original visionaries included Shonna Husbands-Hankin,
Judith Hankin, Rabbi Gila Rayzel Raphael, and women from
Hanna’s Or Shalom community in Vancouver, BC.

They planned the ceremony on Motzei Shabbat and into the
wee hours of the night. Hanna was awakened in the morning
and escorted into a field by the lake where all were gathered.
She stood in the center of the circle of love. A baby blanket
that she had woven was raised above her to create a huppah.

A ketubah was written and read to her. Her community filled a
simcha cup with blessings as her songs were sung. The heavens
opened and she felt the affirmation of her life's work as she

was named “Eshet Hazon/Woman of Vision and Miyaledet shel
Neshama/Midwife of the Soul”

June 30, 2011

Organized by Rabbi Shefa Gold, Ba‘alat Kavanah (Master
of Intention) and co-led by Rabbis Shefa and Nadya Gross,
M’galah Nistarot (Revealer of the Hidden Mysteries) and Eshet
Hazon Rofet Neshamot (Healer of Souls) Bahira Sugarman, a
circle was opened to men and women of all ages to hold this
year's ceremony, as a fire blazed, eight towering poplar trees
surrounded us, an owl sang her evening song and the sun
ebbed to make way for the night sky.

The space was opened with chant and a call for guidance
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and protection. Those gathered opened to receive blessings
of clarity, passion, visions, playfulness, introspection, healing,
peace and the wisdom of our ancestors.

The ceremony’s herstory was shared and an invitation
offered: Tonight we call on our Ancient Mothers and all those who
guide us through these tumultuous times. Please open our hearts to the
path of love and our minds to the practice of peace. As we breathe in and
breathe out, we attune to the rhythms of our Mother Earth. On the altar
of lovingkindness, we offer the clouds of our insecurity and jealousy to
be transformed into wonder and joy. We are part of a great story that
yearns to be told. Dance through us and reveal the songs and blessings we
need to heal our broken spirits. Bring us together as One Light with many
reflections, One Love with many heartbeats.

Bobbi Breitman offered an invocation and eight women
joined the circle of visionaries, each called up by women already
so honored with words of appreciation, recounting their many
gifts. Each was given a new name and the gift of a precious
stone.

Jackie Olenick: Mechayah Chalomot v’Levavot: Enlivener of

Dreams and Hearts
Ida Unger: Merakevet Mishkanot/Weaver of Holy Places
Annie Klein: Nedivat Lev/Generous Heart
Janice Rubin: Oreget HaOlamot/Weaver of Worlds
Sally Plone: Yotzeret Adina/Noble Creator
R.P. Shulamit Fagan: Chochmat Lev/Wise Heart
R. SaralLeya Schley: Shomeret Levavot Yisrael/Caretaker of the

Hearts of Israel
R. Lori Klein: Yotzeret Shlemut/Fashioner of Wholeness and

Peace

Blessings were given under a huppah, Ellen Kaufman Dosick
offered words of closure, and joy filled the space.

It is hoped that local communities will embrace the Eshet
Hazon ceremony, honoring the women of vision among them,
carrying on the legacy of supporting our holy leaders and
rejoicing in the blessings and gifts that abound throughout the
Jewish world.
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ALEPH Rabbi & Students Selected for
CLAL's Rabbis Without Borders Program

i Kol ha kavod to Rabbi
= Laura Duhan Kaplan, spiritual
leader of Or Shalom in
Vancouver, BC, and member
of the ALEPH Rabbinic
Program VAAD, and to
rabbinic students David Evan
Markus, Evan Krame, Eva Sax-
Bolder, and Mark Elber for
being selected to participate
in the 2011-2012 Rabbis
Without Borders (RWB) and
RWB Student Fellowship
programs respectively.

ALEPH rabbis and
students have been well-represented in this innovative,
pluralistic program since its inception, contributing
significantly to the rich and meaningful discussions over the
years.
The program is designed to help participants cultivate

their spiritual leadership through trans-denominational
discourse on topics such as:

Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan

® Trends and practices in American spiritual life;
® Knowledge of other religious traditions;
® The theory and practice of pluralism;

® Innovative methods, pedagogies and vocabulary
for translating Jewish wisdom and practice into
contemporary idioms, so we are seen as relevant and
meaningful;

® Using the internet and other technology more
effectively.

ALEPH Seeks Executive Director

ALEPH is in a time of exciting organizational change
and seeks a Executive Director eager to be part of
this process. As Rabbi Debra Kolodny moves on to
congregational leadership at P'nai Or of Portland,

OR, ALEPH has opened a search for a candidate

for this slightly-more-than-half-time position. If

you are an experienced, successful fundraiser and
seasoned manager who enjoys fast paced, dynamic
environments, likes to juggle multiple priorities and
work in a collaborative setting - please apply to lead
our team of dedicated professionals. Your skills will
be a significant part of the success of this creative,
progressive spiritual organization.

Candidates must have strong people skills and
at least ten years of experience in fundraising and
development, project development and management,
Board support, PR, financial oversight, public speaking,
communications and non-profit governance. The
capacity to multi-task, problem solve, manage projects
independently, meet deadlines, and address the needs
of multiple stakeholders are essential. At least five
years of experience in organizational development
and institutional change is a plus.

Tele-commuting, even from long-distance, is an
option for this position. This position will require
travel for ALEPH events, conferences and to ALEPH
communities. The ALEPH business office is in
Philadelphia, PA.

For a complete job description and application
instructions, go to https://www.aleph.org/Employment.
htm. The posting will remain open until August 31.
Top candidates will be contacted soon thereafter to
set up interviews.

Rabbi Deb Kolodny
4| Photo credit (detail): Ann Silver
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